Selective Color in Photoshop
Goals/ Objectives: Students will learn how to make their photograph black and white and color using Adobe Photoshop.  They will become more proficient in Adobe Photoshop, using the eraser tool, layers tool, and mode tool.
  
Steps:

1. Open up your digital photograph in Photoshop that you are interested in using.  

2. Make sure that your photograph has a high resolution for reproduction. 

a. To check this, go to the top menu option and press Image > Image Size.  
b. A pop up menu will come up.  Make sure that at the very bottom all options are checked, specifically Scale Sizes, Constrain Proportions, and Resample Image.  

c. Go to the second box within the box that indicates the Document Size and have the width 10 inches- the height will change in proportion to the width.  

d. The resolution should be 300 pixels/inch for optimal printing.

e. When you are done, press “OK”
3. Make any adjustments to make your photograph color corrected and with a pleasing amount of contrast (light and dark).  

4. Save your work at this step!  You may rename it to “lastname.firstname.color” if you would like to keep the unedited version in addition to the resized and color corrected version.

5. Go to the layers option at the menu bar and select Duplicate layer.

6. Take your artwork and press the top menu Image > Adjustments > Desaturate.  Your second layer will now be black and white.

7. Rename your black and white layer as “gray” and stay on that layer by making sure it is highlighted in blue.

8. You now have two layers of the same photograph, which is similar to putting a sheet of paper on top of one another.

9. Use the erase tool, about halfway down on the tools menu, to erase away the black and white and show the color underneath.  Again, you can think of the layers as two sheets of paper and you’re erasing away part of the top layer.

a. To adjust the size of the erase tool, go to the top menu (after pressing the erase tool) and change the brush size accordingly- you may either use the sliding master diameter or choose one of the brush sizes in the chart below.  

b. It is recommended to use a larger brush size for the larger areas, then a small size for the edges and details.

10. It may be best to just erase a part of the artwork at a time, to avoid accidently going too far and not being able to correct it.  

11. If you would like to enlarge your image on your screen to make it easier to get fine details, press “command” and “+” at the same time.

12. Any time you have accidentally colored a part you didn’t want colored, you may go to the top menu and press Edit and Step Backwards or “command” and “z”.

13. To color a small section, it is best to use a very small brush and increase the size of the artwork on the screen.  To do this, press the Command key and + key at the same time.  To get back to the smaller size, press Command and – at the same time.

14. When you are happy with your results, press the top menu to layer > merge visible.  This will decompress your image.  Format as a jpeg file- third option down as you save your work.  Save as lastname.firstname.selectivecolor.

15. Congratulations!
